for what he did not recognize did not exist.
AnS as he could never catalogue the novel into
what he called literature, so for him it did not
exist as literature.

Yao Nai, one of the greatest of Chinese literary
critics, in 1776 enumerated the kinds of writing
which comprise the whole of literature. They
are essays, government commentaries, bio-
graphies, epitaphs, epigrams, poetry, funeral
eulogies, and histories. No novels, you per-
ceive, although by that date the Chinese novel
had already reached its glorious height, after
centuries of development among the common
Chinese people. Nor does that vast compilation
of Chinese literature, Ssu Ku CHUEN SHU, made
in 1772 by the order of the great emperor
Ch'ien Lung, contain the novel in the encyclo-
paedia of its literature proper.

No, happily for the Chinese novel, it was not
considered by the scholars as literature. Happily,
too, for the novelist ! Man and book, they were
free from the criticisms of those scholars and